:PREFACE
THE lectures here reproduced were given in February and March, 1913, at Queen's College, Harley Street, where Mr. Cramb was Professor of Modern History.
Mr. Cramb had a wide knowledge of German history and literature ; he had studied at a German University, and had many opportunities of conversing with Germans and of reading German periodicals and newspapers; and it was his belief that a collision between Germany and England was, to say the least, probable. He was also convinced that the danger of the present situation is much increased by English ignorance concerning some of the deeper sources from which that collision might spring.
In these lectures he wished to make it clear that the hostility to England now more or less prevalent among educated Germans arises from no mere envy of the prestige and the advantages of our Empire, but from the fact that this Empire appears to them the main, or even the sole, obstacle to the attainment of a great national ideal, for which they are bound to labour and, if need be, to contend.
He traces the origin and development of this ideal, partly in the actual course of German history, and